The Pearl Essay Assignment Sheet -  35 points
Draft Due: Thursday, November 7th (NOT A GRADE – hand in by Tuesday for feedback)
Final Due: Thursday, November 14th   ***Remember that grades are due November 15th ****
You will be writing a 1 – 2 page MLA formatted paper using clear evidence from the book that proves how The Pearl teaches ONE of the themes below. 

1. Materialism corrupts and destroys.

2. Love can give someone great courage and strength.

3. Creatures naturally prey on those who are weaker than themselves.

4. Knowledge is power, but a power that can be abused.

5. A dream is good until it begins destroying other things of value in a person’s life.

6. There are more illusions than reality in life.
My topic is:_______________________________________________________________

I chose this topic because I believe: _______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Thesis Statement: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

You must write in third person.  No: I, you, us, me, my, mine, etc.  Take yourself out of this paper.  

Below is an outline for you to follow:

Introduction

1. Attention grabbing start

2. Necessary background information (Author, Title, Brief Summary)

3. Clear ONE SENTENCE thesis statement
a. For example: Materialism corrupts and destroys because Reason 1, Reason 2, 

Reason 3.

b.  “quote” displays the theme “____________” by ___1___, ___2___, and __3__.
1st Body Paragraph- evidence of theme from the book

1. Topic sentence: Example – The pearl caused Kino to…..
2. Describe events in story before/ leading up to quote 

3. Use the quote to show/prove this theme

4. Explain how the quote supports/proves the theme 

5. Concluding statement (connect ideas back to your thesis or topic sentence)

2nd Body Paragraph-evidence of theme from the book 

1. Topic sentence: Example – As the story moved on, the pearl caused Kino to…
2. Describe events in story before/ leading up to quote 

3. Use the quote to show/prove this theme

4. Explain how the quote supports/proves the theme 

5. Concluding statement (connect ideas back to your thesis or topic sentence)

3rd Body Paragraph- evidence of theme from the book

1. Topic sentence: Lastly, the pearl caused Kino to…  
2. Describe events in story before/ leading up to quote 

3. Use the quote to show/prove this theme

4. Explain how the quote supports/proves the theme 

5. Concluding statement (connect ideas back to your thesis or topic sentence)

Conclusion 

1.   Restate thesis

2. Review main points

a. Body paragraph 1

b. Body paragraph 2

c. Body paragraph 3

3. Concluding statement (make a final comment about your theme to tie all your ideas together)

Transition ideas
	Common but often overused
First, next, last

First, second, finally 

Another example
	Creative

(Many of these cannot be simply stuck at the start of your topic sentence.  You will need to add more words to make your ideas flow nicely. ) 

Similarly, furthermore, additionally, in addition

equally important, equally, as well as

likewise, moreover, in the same way


Requirements:

1. Times New Roman / Calibri, size 12 font, double spaced

2. MLA Formatted (see below)

3. Absolutely NO plagiarism ---this can be easily detected---- You WILL receive a 0
4. When you use a quote, you must include (Steinbeck #).

Now go through the checklist:


1. Your heading should look like this EXACTLY:

First and Last name
Mrs. Bartley
The Pearl Essay
13 December 2017

Creative Title Goes Here

1. Content

a. Do you have all the requirements from your pre-write? (Thesis, topic sentences, concluding statements, etc.)


b. Do you fully support all your ideas with clear explanations?

3. Check quotes


     a. Quote sandwich



1. Did you intro your quote? (ex: Kino said,)



2. Actual quote in quotation marks with citation 



3. Analyze/explain what quote means (ex: In this quote,…)

4. Check formatting

a. Times New Roman / Calibri size 12 font

b. Double spaced (Select entire document ( Format ( Line spacing ( Double)

c. No extra spaces between paragraphs

d. Indent each paragraph (hit TAB key)

e. Period goes last after the parentheses for citation, like this:  

“I love bunnies” (Steinbeck 33). 





            ^--no period here. 

5. Check spelling, grammar, punctuation


a. Capitalize character names (Kino, Juana, Coyotito)

b. The book title The Pearl is italicized. 


c. Only use 3rd person point of view.  

(No I, you, we, us, our, etc.  Take yourself out of the paper)

Push Command + F so you can search for the above outlawed pronouns
-1 quote needed 





-Choose a quote that help PROVE your theme and don’t just help summarize events.





 








